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WHAT IS ELOPEMENT
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ELOPEMENT IS A FORM OF UNSUPERVISED WANDERING THAT LEADS TO
THE RESIDENT LEAVING THE FACILITY. THIS ENDANGERS THE RESIDENT
IMMEDIATELY AND CAN RESULT IN SERIOUS INJURY, OR EVEN DEATH.
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WANDERING VS. ELOPEMENT

WHILE ELOPEMENT RESULTS IN A PATIENT LEAVING
THE FACILITY ALTOGETHER, WANDERING IS WHEN A
RESIDENT LEAVES A SAFE AREA WITHIN THE NURS-
ING HOME OR LONG-TERM CARE FACILITY. THIS COULD
MEAN THEY WALK EXCESSIVELY OR WANDER AWAY
FROM THEIR ROOM OR A SPECIFIC FLOOR.
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UNFAMILIAR ENVIRONMENT UNMET EMOTIONAL NEEDS SICKNESS
CHANGES IN MEDICATION CONFUSION TO GO HOME
BEING OVERLY MEDICATED DEMENTIA TO VISIT SOMEONE
UNMET PHYSICAL NEEDS ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE SLEEP DISORDERS




TYPES OF WANDERING

AIMLESS WANDERING IS WHEN THERE'S NO PURPOSE BEHIND IT.
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AGITATED WANDERING SOME RESIDENTS MAY WANDER BECAUSE
] HE YL ARSEEI RS EE S QSR RUNBFR. STRESS.

RESPONSIVE WANDERING RESIDENTS MAY BE RESPONDING TO A
DR E (I CREEEEEEE S S > CARC R NGRGIRNA. RESTROOM OR FOOD.
RESPONSIVE OR PURPOSEFUL WONDERING HAS INTENT BERHIND IT.
A RESIDENT MAY BE TRYING TO FIND A NURSE OR RETURN HOME TO
THEIR LOVED ONES.
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TRAFFIC

EXTREME WEATHER

A LACK OF MEDICATION
DEHYDRATION
MALNUTRITION
FALLING

BROKEN BONES
DROWNING

INJURY

DEATH

DANGERS OF ELOPEMENT
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ELOPEMENT PREVENTION

NURSING HOMES SHOULD FOLLOW ALL PROPER REGULATIONS,
INCLUDING THE NURSING HOME REFORM ACT GUIDELINES.

DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE CARE PLAN FOR EACH RESIDENT
ENSURE THAT RESIDENTS RECEIVE ADEQUATE SUPERVISION
PROMOTE EACH RESIDENT’S QUALITY OF LIFE
MAINTAIN DIGNITY AND RESPECT OF EACH RESIDENT

USE ITS RESOURCES EFFECTIVELY AND EFFICIENTLY
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STATISTICS

Georgia Nursing Homes
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PRO PUBLICA GATHERED DATA OF 118,000 DEFICIENCIES FOUND DURING GOVERNMENT INSPECTIONS AT
14,565 NURSING HOMES NATIONWIDE. IN GEORGIA, ACCORDING TO THE DATA, THERE WERE 51 ELOPEMENT
DEFENCIENCIES IN GEORGIA NURSING HOMES IN 2017. THE NUMBER AND SEVERITY OF DEFICIENCIES SHOWN
RELATE ONLY TO THE SEARCH TERMS, NOT NECESSARILY ALL DEFICIENCIES AGAINST THE HOME.


https://projects.propublica.org/nursing-homes/findings/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&search=elopement&state=GA&ss=ALL

Our experienced nursing home abuse attorneys at Geiger Legal Group, LLC understand
how overwhelming it is to find out your loved one isn’t receiving the care they need

or deserve. That’s why we help victims sue a nursing home for negligence. We repre-
sent victims of nursing home abuse and neglect and hold nursing homes accountable
because we believe all long-term care residents deserve to live in a safe environment.
Additionally, we understand that families deserve to have the peace of mind that their
loved one receives the best care possible, especially when paying for quality care.

—— GEIGER LEGAL



https://www.geiger-legal.com/nursing-home-abuse/
https://www.bbga.com/attorneys/henry-g-garrard-iii/#~g1g7N8
https://www.bbga.com/attorneys/brittany-burgess/#~g1g7N8
https://www.bbga.com/attorneys/lee-s-atkinson/#~g1g7N8
https://www.bbga.com/attorneys/patrick-h-garrard/#~g1g7N8
https://www.bbga.com/attorneys/andrew-j-hill-iii/#~g1g7N8
https://www.bbga.com/attorneys/henry-g-garrard-iii/#~g1g7N8
https://www.bbga.com/attorneys/brittany-burgess/#~06u5P8
https://www.bbga.com/attorneys/lee-s-atkinson/#~g1g7N8
https://www.bbga.com/attorneys/patrick-h-garrard/#~g1g7N8
https://www.bbga.com/attorneys/andrew-j-hill-iii/#~g1g7N8
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